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                 October  

                Calendar 

           

  
1 – AA open meeting                       8 pm 
  5  – Supper /Study/Service           6 pm  
  7 – 20th Sunday after Pentecost  
’Pilgrimage’ to Stateline with St. Peter’s 
                       leaving HC at 3:30    
  8 – AA open meeting                       8 pm      
12 – Supper /Study/Service             6 pm      
14– 21st Sunday after Pentecost              
15 – AA open meeting                       8 pm         
19  – Supper /Study/Service            6 pm  
21 – 22nd Sunday after Pentecost 
              NO PARISH BRUNCH 
                    BC meeting                    Noon 
22 – AA open meeting                       8 pm  
26  – Diocesan convention,  
              with WNY in Niagara Falls 
28 – 23rd Sunday after Pentecost   
      ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 
              and Potluck dinner 
29 – AA open meeting                       8 pm 
       

     OCTOBER  BIRTHDAYS   
4 – Alene Rohde  
14 – Hannah McDonald 
19 – Ginny Schwartz 
21 – Jim Hopkins 
 

Wine Festival Wrap-up 
As the Herald is going to press, the last of 
the grape pies are disappearing from the 
tent on the corner of Main and Pearl, 
and exhausted workers are cleaning up 
the last of the mess inside and out.  The 
pies were made on Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday and sold from Friday through 
Sunday from the parish hall and the tent.   

 

Many thanks to Debby  
Seifert, sergeant of  
pies, ably seconded by 
Kelly McDonald.  Also 
the baking crew: Anne Bardol, Donna 
Fuller, Ann Edwards, Karen Pascale, Be-
thia Nier, Joanne Hopkins, Carol Carlson 
and friends of the parish Renie Waldron, 

Nancy Shaffer, Colleen Howser, Marcia 
Groce, Kelly’s mother Ellen Robinson 

and her friend Virginia Schlossberg, Deb-
by Teachman.  Also the tent staff: Sean 
McDonald and David Pascale who set it 
up, Kelly and Deb Huck who decorated 
it, Jane Jones, Lisa Furey, Ann Edwards 
and Bill Miller, who helped sell the good-
ies; Cheryl and Leanne Steger made us a 
batch of beautiful aprons.  We made 413 
pies and will earn about $5000 (about 
$1.50 an hour for the help…), and as usu-
al, we had a wonderful time, ate well and 

enjoyed each other and our  (cont. next p.)   
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customers in spite of all the work.  
Thanks be to God, also as usual.   

 

This was also an occasion for ‘postcard 
evangelism’ – every customer got to take 
home an attractively designed card invi-
ing them back to the Christmas boutique 
on Sugar Plum  weekend .                + 
 

 
 

Annual meetings 

On Friday the 26th, Holy  Cross’s priest 
and delegates will travel to Niagara Falls, 
NY, for a joint convention of our diocese 
and that of Western New York, to help 
decide on how the two dioceses will pro- 
ceed with plans to share a bishop and ma-
ny aspects of mission for the next 5 years.  
Bp. Sean would be elected as ‘bishop pro-
visional’ of WNY (the post he has had in 
the diocese of Bethlehem for the last 3 
years), while remaining bishop of NWPA 
as well.  The consolidation of diocesan 
staff and functions will result in huge cost 
savings for both dioceses, enabling them 
to operate exclusively on their assessment 
income, leaving all income from invest-
ments free for mission activities. Bp. Sean 
discusses all the various options in a You 
Tube video at ‘Rust Belt Episcopal’.  
 

In preparation for this momentous meet-
ing, we have been invited by St. Peter’s 
Church, Westfield, to join them in a ‘pil-
grimage’ on Sunday the 7th.   The West-
field delegation will walk from there to 
Stateline, where participants from HC 

will meet them around 4:30 at the Uni-
ted Methodist Church for a eucharist and 
prayers for the convention and the new 
vision it brings to both dioceses.   
 

Meanwhile, back at HC, the Bishop’s 
Committee will be preparing for our own 
annual meeting on the 28th, after our 
monthly brunch.  People in charge of 
parish organizations should start now to 
prepare their reports for inclusion in the 
annual parish report at this meeting.  We 
will have much to share about the year 
just past and plans for the future, especi-
ally around the new parking lot.  If pari-
shioners want to suggest additional agen-
da items, let Carol or David Pascale know 
ASAP.                                              +  

 
 

bishop’s committee report 

September’s BC discussion was proposed 
by Carol on the book of Revelation’s ‘let-
ters to the churches’, and their exposition 
in Walter Wink’s seminal book, 
Engaging the Powers. Wink’s thesis is 
that angels, among other spiritual 
entities, represent not ‘heavenly beings’ 
but human experiences of the spiritual 
‘insides’ of a group or institution – a 
church, nation, corporation, etc.  The 
angel is not only the soul of what the 
entity is now, but also its call-ing to be as 
God wants it to be.  Angels, like people, 
can be ‘fallen’, and out of synch with 
their own vocation.   
 

We pondered the conditions, faults and 



 3 

struggles of the 7 churches in Revelation 
with respect to our own situation, and 
tried to discern what the ‘angel’ of HC 
might be like.  We know that others be-
sides ourselves sense the beauty and peace 
of this place. Other churches, like one de-
scribed in a case-study in Wink’s book, 
sounded like some experienced in other 
places in the diocese.  We discussed the 
nastiness and unwelcomingness of some 
aspects of North East, existing alongside 
its beauty and apparent placidity, and 
wondered if part of the reason that HC 
doesn’t attract more people is that its ‘an-
gel’ is so much at variance with that of 
our community.  We will revisit this idea.  

 

Treasurer’s Report was presented along 
with information about Edward Jones 
withdrawals, and gifts received to buy pie 
supplies; noted that supplies are not com-
ing in as readily as in the past. We will 
take some of the 2017 proceeds to pur-
chase what we need. 

 

Property:  Parking lot – Shrubs are plan-
ted and needed to be watered daily.  
Pound Concrete came back to even out 
the bump at the curb and did an excel-
lent job; we will pay him extra funds for 
the work.  Brian Hathaway finished the 
fencing and planting, will postpone the 
topsoil and seeding until next spring.  He 
is having trouble getting 8x8 beams for 
barriers, and we may have to go back to 
the original plan of steel tubes and con-
crete.  Transfer of the back lot is under-

way.  Property maps have been brought to 
the church center to be signed by the Bi-
shop first; then the matter goes to county 
and borough Planning Commissions and 
Borough Council; then the deed can be 
prepared and the process completed.  Bp. 
Sean is urging us to try to buy the two 
properties beyond the parking lot if they 
are available, which would give HC exten-
sive exposure on Main Street.  David and 
Anne will follow up.  
 

David has found a lift for $2,000 from a 
woman who no longer needs it; consen-
sus was to go ahead with it.  Anne has 
gotten a quote for LED lights in the sanc-
tuary from a vendor at General Conven-
tion.  No retrofitting required; they last 
for 20 years.  Cost would be about $560 
for 6; consensus was to buy them too. 
 

Other business: Bethia brought up the 
International Day of Peace, Sept. 21st..  
The sign and website will let people know 
that HC will be open most of the day for 
anyone wishing to offer prayers for peace, 
and we will ring the bell every few hours. 

Christmas at Sea 

                Don’t forget that with the co- 
                     ming of cold weather, the 

                       Seamen’s Church Institute                      

                                 will be looking for our caps, 
scarves and vests for mariners  who come 
to New York often without adequate 
warm clothing.   Knitting needles, crochet 
hooks, yarn, patterns and instruction are 
all available in the parish hall.   See Anne 
Bardol or Debby Seifert for more info.   + 
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Making all things new. . .  
September was a great month for new be-
ginnings, renewal of old things, and just 
plain news.  Our visit with Bp. Sean on 
the 9th was a wonderful day of inspira-
tion, celebration, good food, good work.  
The bishop received Donna Fuller into 
the Episcopal Church and confirmed 
Julie Creed, Scott Neff, Bill Miller, Corey 
Jones and Eleanor McDonald.  Using the 
Scriptures for Holy Cross Day, he gave us 
a most af-firming sermon on the similari-
ty  between Paul’s Philippian congregation 
and our own, and encouraged us to con-
tinue in our vocation of welcoming and 
inviting people into fellowship with us 
and God. 

 

The Food Pantry team did its usual good 
work in September. Many thanks to Deb-
by Seifert, Anne Bardol, David and Ka-
ren Pascale and Donna Fuller. 
 

News flash: Kelly McDonald’s project in 
support of breast-cancer awareness, a ‘tor-
so’ overlaid with tiny ‘tiles’ cut from old 
x-ray films and medical CD’s, won 4th 
place in the organization’s art contest and 
sold for $1000 at auction in Buffalo !!!   
 

The ‘new’ library is up and running. The 
extra bookcases that all our new acquisi-
tions required were drug upstairs and in-
stalled; the books were shelved and all 
the shelves re-labeled to reflect the new 
disposition.  There are many books on 
the Bible, Old and New Testaments, on 
church history, theology, ethics, spiritua-
lity, liturgy – there are even sections on 

biography, psychology and self-help, no-
vels and humor, as well as a whole shelf 
of kids’ books (down low, in easy reach of 
small hands).  Check out the offerings in 
this cozy nook, which is also a real bless-
ing to our parish. Books may be taken 
away; but do remember to bring them 
back to where you got them, eventually. 
 

Corey Jones has arrived safely at Great 
Lakes Naval Training Center and Fine-
ghan McDonald has switched his field of 
interest to biochemistry at Chatham.  Fin 
sent us a message of ‘good luck’ for the 
Wine Festival.  Good luck to both!      
 

It’s not too early to start planning what 
you would like to clear out of your attic 
and bring to the Christmas Boutique, our  
sale of beautiful things for the holidays 
on Sugar Plum weekend, the first in 
December.     
 

HC moment at the Wine Festival: Debby 
Teachman, Joanne Hopkins’s sister-in-
law, walked into the parish hall looking 
for Joanne; within 5 minutes we had her  
in a hairnet dishing out the grape pie 
filling….  Our ‘we-take-anybody’ policy 
holds true for parish projects as well as 
welcome.  Thanks, Debby!                     + 
       

Parish record …. 
 

Confirmed:   Julianne Holzhausen Creed 
                    Corey David Jones  
                    Scott Michael Neff 
                    Eleanor Belle McDonald 
                    William Archie Miller 
 

Received:  Donna Marie Fuller 
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Treasurer’s report –  
Wine Festival proceeds should approxi-
mate or exceed last year’s total of $5400.  
 

As September has 5 Sundays this year, my 
figures are incomplete at press time, but 
here’s what the picture looks like overall: 

Beginning balance:   $   2 
Incoming:                 $4480 
Outgoing:                $4421  
Ending balance:          $ 61               + 
 

 

The Last Word . . .    

The intensity of interest, among the Bishop’s Committee, in Walter Wink’s book Engaging 
the Powers was something I wasn’t quite prepared for. I figured that when I introduced ex-
tensive quotations from Revelation they would think that I’d probably lost my mind; and 
when I followed that up with explanation of Wink’s ‘powers’ – the authorities, governing 
bodies, defining spirits of institutions of all kinds – I would probably lose them as well.  
Wink’s book is the third in a trilogy (after Naming the Powers and Unmasking the Powers) 
all of which was a real revelation (no pun intended) to me.  I thought they would put up 
with it, and maybe get something out of it, but I didn’t hope for deep engagement.  Wrong 
again, Robin: they were all over it in minutes.  They understood at once that aggregations 
of people can have ‘souls’, just like individuals, and that these spiritual entities are no airy-
fairy nonsense, but perfectly perceptible to those with eyes to see and ears to hear.  We 
talked about how places and organizations have definite characters of their own, some 
where we have worked or visited or heard about, some we have had to endure, and some in 
which we could rejoice.   
 

We talked about our place, this beloved church, and how our struggles to turn in into a dif-
ferent place from the one it had been in the past could well be described as struggles to re-
deem its ‘angel’ from fallenness to devotion to its true vocation.  I kept checking the group 
for signs of fatigue or ‘losing’ people, but everyone stayed involved for nearly 45 minutes.  
As they and you can tell, these concepts validated much in my own experience. Evidently 
that was equally true for my colleagues, these dear, devoted people who may have begun 
their vocation of church governance without clear ideas of what it might entail, but are ab-
solutely determined to do their job right, with all the talents they have to offer, and eager-
ness to acquire whatever additional spiritual or organizational wisdom they might also 
need.  Working with them is a constant joy; I have to guard only  against underestimating 
them, never the reverse.  As we approach our annual meeting at the end of the month, let’s 
give some thought to how we might recognize and reward their constancy, earnestness and 
hard work.                                                                                            Carol       + 



 

+   Episcopal Church of the Holy Cross    + 
          51 West Main Street 

          North East, PA 16428 
 

 
 
Annual Parish Meeting, October 28 
 

The Holy Cross Herald is the monthly publication of the Episcopal Church of the Holy 
Cross, 51 West Main Street in North East, 16428 – also at (814) 725-4679, or on the Web 
at www.holycrossne.org.  Subscribe to the e-edition online – just send your e-mail address 
to us via the website.   Whoever you are, the Episcopal Church welcomes you!  We seek to 
worship God in openness, charity and joy, and serve our neighbors near and far. 
 
 

Weekly Calendar 
 

Sunday  8:30 & 10:30 - Holy Eucharist 
     11:30 am    -    Coffee and fellowship 
        (third Sunday)   Parish brunch   
 

Monday  8 pm - Alcoholics Anonymous  
          open meeting   Downstairs lounge  
 

Friday   Supper, study & service       6 pm 
                                 Parish hall upstairs                
 

Saturday   (third)   Craft Group     10 am 
                                  Parish hall upstairs 
 
 

In this issue: 
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Birthdays                       -                     p  1 
Bishop’s Committee          -                p. 2 
Calendar                    -                        p. 1 
Christmas at Sea                -                p. 3 
Diocesan convention           -              p. 2 
Making all things new          -              p. 4 
Parish record                   -                   p. 4 
Pilgrimage to Stateline             -          p. 2 
Prayer list                        -                Insert 
Service list                       -                Insert 
Treasurer’s report              -                 p. 5 
Wine Festival wrap-up         -               p. 1 

http://www.holycrossne.org/
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In our prayers +   Need or trouble: David, Reid, Roland, Sue, Walter and Martha, Janet, Bill, Katie, Glo-

ria, Michael, Ian, Carlo, London, Juanita, Dale, John, Joseph, Lou, Jason, Mia, Nels, Gianna, Victoria, Gayle, Peg-
gy, Dan, Jim, Marc, Heather, Charlie, Susan, Susie, Jane, Tiffany, Deb, Amber, Michael; victims of war, terror, 
and disaster; the poor and destitute, the unemployed; refugees (especially children), slaves, prisoners and captives 
and all the oppressed; the hungry, homeless, lonely, bereaved or afraid; Heather, Morgan, Chris, Zach, Harrison, 
Cara, Cordell, Keith, Alex, Corey, Danny and all in our armed forces and in harm’s way.   
 

Our national leaders; the United Nations; the Middle East, Afghanistan, Pakistan, Africa, Haiti,  

  

Our church: Our mission, leaders and ministries            Fellow Christians: North East neighbors; the persecuted 
 
 

                                     

                

                                            October 7              October 14             October 21             October 28 
                                  

Altar Guild         Joanne Hopkins                Lisa Furey                  Debby Seifert                Anne Bardol 
  

Lector                       Anne Bardol                  Julie Creed                    Deb Huck                    Lisa Furey    
                                                                                          
Chalice                          David Pascale                Anne Bardol                   Lisa Furey                  David Pascale                
 

Coffee                     Donna Fuller                 Karen Pascale               Kelly McDonald            BRUNCH 
 

Tellers                  Huck/Hopkins              Beach/Seifert                 Creed/Johnson            Furey/Jones                                                                                   
 

Trash                                                                    –        Scott Neff            –   
     

Many thanks to all who volunteer for these important jobs! 

 


